TR Ws : Sivdie 
Pretenditg to be of the lame Church; 


Deſiring his Reſolution and Dire&ion aboui a  Complyance with 
the preſent Government, and ——_— about the Alteration of 
. the Publick Prayers. 


Reverend Sir y 
beſides ſome. Perſonal 
a ' 


the greater on me, 


Self; and who (if I'miſflead them, her kr Re, or Example). =D 


eat part of the blame upon me ; I cannot therefore but be Solicitous' how 1 behave 
Lic in this Caſe towards God, who will require of me ſome Account for other Mens Souls 
as well as of my own. [ believe this Conſideration to be Apolog %gy enough for giving/you this 
Trouble; and yet there is more to be ſaid: We are not now left at Liberty to fl our 
Judgments, But weare required to att.in hy; ro: with the preſent Power : If we-do 
not, we hazard our Liberty and Property ; and if we: do, (for all that I can ſee yer} we 
do more then hazard our Eternal Selvation. I know. to. a good Chriſtian 'it can: be no 
queſtion, which if theſe ought to be preferred, when ever they are ſet in Competition 
in the preſent Caſeto me they are; but in Prudence. may, Nay! In-Juſtice to my 7 Self, 
and Family, I ought.to endeavour, as far, as Honeſtly 1 can. toenjoy Peace inthis World, 
_ as well as inthe next: _ This makes me preſs for a removal of ſuch Doubts as arife in my 
way from the late and preſent Proceedings. And 1 mult again and, again inforce' it ; be- 
cauſe we Clergy-men haye in ſome degree other Mens Conſciences to quiet as well as our 
own. if "ESE 
A There- 
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Therefore to come to the Buſineſs. I take it tor granted that Z4AMES the Second was | 
the True and Lawfut Heir of theſe Kingdoms ; after the Death of King CHARLES the | 
Second of Blefſed Memory ; upon” whoſe Deceaſe King 7 AMES ſucceeded bo. and was 


ts and Pre- 


digelt it. , And eſpecially at this 
aje{ties Letters t6 the Convention 
\ Reſolves.to try (by the. helpgf God 
l good” he has :&n ftrangely Joſttef*: 1 ſay 
ſtrangely, becauſe the Nation having been bubbled once before, by Men that pretended to 
keep our Religion and Property (agyndeed they /Qid, but it was from us, not for us, they 
proving juſt ſuch Patriots, as the Storke in the Fable, or the Oftrighes were $ _— that we 
ſhould llJnto a Miſke ind Mixfgrtune a, while our Jeet art yet oredge fer 
the Sourg GrapesFtiag our Fathers Ear, ifs very fugpriſing.' But ip our Age of Faradoxes, 
we will let the wonder alone, and come to our Duty. 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught Submiſſion and Obedience to Kings and Emperours ; yea, 


them ;8nd the ByimigiveChriftiaggalwayes Believed , and. Behaved'them- 
5, Wkring pajyently. the extyg Injuries inGog ad pRIY Pot an 
y gould lay them: And this. not for want of Courige ; Yer how 


. (0) 
ccardin 


Ie 


q us.Crn L 
could they fear Death, that every day expected and ſuffered it; nor for want of Strength, 
for they were Nurierous.in their Cities, in their: Forts, in their Armies, as we are aſſured by 
them that could tell. Now this very Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience or Non- Reſiſtance, is 


that which the Church of Eng/andmway wont to, value it ſelf upon, as that whereby it mani- | 
felted its Apoſtolic,” Þ hu Spioe, and wheroby we eminently diſtinguiſhed it from the - | 
Papiſts and Difſenttrs,. who we.know, Were wontto-agrec in this damnable Doftrine of Re- . 


belling againſt, or Depoſing Kings. And becauſe Revenge, Love of the World, or fear of 
Perſgcution, are apt to give a falſe Byaſ to Mens Judgements_ (as we ſee by woful Expe- 
pe8dge; by the Aolltsthd Expoſitions that wepe given to the Dodtrine of.our-Saviour 
and his Apoſtlesprofeſſed by this Church, by the Men of 41 now'in Vogue again ) The 
Church of England has taken a particular Care to make this Doctrine of Norx- Reſiſtance her 
ownz7 and ta, bind itupan her $onsþy the ſtrongeſt Tyes that could be invented. 'i For we 
of the Clergy myſt remember,. that ,we. are. admitted into no Degree in the Univerſiries, 
without aſſuring our Allegiance by Oath. Not that our Allegiance was not due before, but 
by our Oath we refer to God as a Witneſs and Judge of our Integrity,; when we-ſo, declare 
to Men. When weenter into our Deacons Orders; we take tlie Oath of Allegianceand Su- 
premacy again, promiſing, To bear Faith and True Allegiance to the Kings Highneſs, His Heirs, 
and Lawful Succeſſors, (this is not all) and to our Power ſhall Aſſiſt and Defend. all Jariſdifions, 
Priviledges, Pre-eminences, and Authorities, Granted or belonging to the Kings Highneſs , His 
Heirs/awnþl Succeſſare, &c-: - And becauſta Seft of Men had undertaken to exclude” and ſet 
alide their-OQathes:: Ypan- the Reſtoration of the Church with King Charles the 24. the 
Thres Eſtates of this:Realm Aſſembled in Parliament, made a Solemm Recognition 12 Car. 
2+ ca; 39,i That by rhe undoubted and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom , neither the Peers 
of chi Rt, nar the Gomhors, nor both together in Parliament , nor the People Celleftjve- 
ly! vet; Repreſemratively., * nor any orber Perſons 'mbajſoever, cver bad, have., bath , or 
' ought to have | any. Co-ercioe ' Power autr the Perſons of the Kings of their Realm ;, and to En- 
' foree this with albpoſlible: weight, and-to Exclude that abſurd Notion of Co-ordination, 
by making/the King; oneof the Three Eſtates, and therefore leſs and conſtructively infe- 
rioutto-the other Two,! they made another Act 13 Car. 2. Declaring the Sword to be ſelcly 
in the Kinig's Power, '\and-that neither. one nor both Houſes. in Parliament can, or Lawfully may 
Raiſe'or Levy any War Qfftuſive & Deſenſrove againſt Fiis Majeſiy, &e, Belides this, there is 
a particular Declaration provided in the Act, for Uniformity over and above our Subſcrip-- 
tion to: the KXXIX., Artirles, of which the XXXV. is not to be forgotten, viz. That 3+ 5s zer 
Lawful-upon.any pretence: whatſoever, to take up Arms againſt the King, 8c. ſo very careful 
have both the Church and State been.to Eſtabliſh Loyalty. They that deſire to ſee this Ar- 
gument - diſcuſſed” 'at large, let them among many more, read theſe Excellent Pieces, 
7 Dr. Hickss's fovian; Dr. Sherlock of Non-Reſiftance, and Biſhop [Morley's Vindication of 
himſelf from Mr. Baxter. 


But 
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But this till removed, is a ſufficient Gag tomy Conſcience, to keep me fromattins and 
concurring with the preſent Power, And if this be the Dnckcion ming and 
Law of the Land, as by the Book of Homilies, the XXXIX. Articles, the Common- Prayer- 
Book,, and Srarure-Book, undoubtedly it is: I would fain know by what means my Con-' 
{ctence may be diſcharged from what I have Declared, and Sworn to bemy Duty, thar i 
not only to Obey, but alſo to Deiend and Maintain King. Femes. the Second, who is, gd 
onght to be my Sovereign while God grants Him Life. © I fy” upon'theſe Grounds, 'He 
ought to be our Sovereign ſtiy., - For Abaicating without His Will and Intenrion, is whar I 
perſwade my ſelf, was never heard of before ; and being withour/ Precedent; may truly 
{ay is without Senſe. . I have been put in mind of Biſhop: Sarderſor's Caſes of: Sabmiſion . 
to V/urpers, and I haye with great Pleaſure and Approbation, read that Judicious Treatiſe. 
But as I dv not think the preſent Power, out of reſpeCt to their Credit, woald make thatits 
Foundation, ſoit they would, 1 cannot think- that Caſe comes upar all ta our Circum- 
ſtances; for l cannot let my ſelt down into ſo mean an Qpinion of my Countrey-Mens 
Courage, whateverl think of their Honeſty, as to imagine that Eleven or Twelve Thon- 


ſand Duich-Men, though each of them had Soul enough to' inform his Bulk, or had Cou- 


rage equal to his Corps, were able to Conquer one County of England, well reſolved ; 
and to fay we have Conquered our ſelves, is like Abaicating againſt our wills, yery Mon- 
ſtrous to any Man of Honour or Conſcience, we ought at leaf t9 try the Proweſs of theſe 
Anakins, and not inglorioully without a Stroak become their Vaſſals, and pay them for it 
too, as weare like to do at a round Rate, 


Sure we can no longer be {> ſtupid, as not- te ſee how ſome Men 'by the Noiſe and Pre- 
tence of an /mpoſior Prince, have Sham'd a Kini wpon us. I confels I have the more reſent- 
ment, becauſe the Honour, as well as the Peace/of a Mans Countrey is to be regarded; 
for as ſuch a Change, upon the Terms we muſt have it, makes us the wonder of ſome; it 
will inevitably make us the ſcorn of all. But I forget that where there is no Conſcience, 
thare can be no Senſe of Honour ; and therefore a Declamation may indeed eaſe my Spleen, 
but cannot be expected much to help their Judgments. 


The Tyes of Religion and the Honour of our Countrey, which at preſent ſuffers extre- 
mity, being ſo Sacred, and fo Inviolavle, Iam not able to give my ſelf any ſatisfattion, 
as to my Conſcience, (therefore Sir, [ delire it from you or any good Body) how we can In- 
nocently fit ſtill and ſee our Sovereign Exterminated His Kingdom, and Deprived of His 
Crown and Dignities. 


For the Maxim is evidently true in reſpe&t of Government, and Civil Community, 
That Malum qui no prohibet cam poſſit, jubet. In our Saviour's Phraſe, He that is not with 
the Government, 1s againſt it, Ard accordingly by our Law, «SF He that Conceals Treaſon, is 
lyable to ſuffer an Acceſſary to it. 1f David's Heart recoyled for cutting off the Skirt of Saul's 
Garment, ours will fly in our Faces, to have Stript our King of all He has 3 And I cannot 
for my Life ſee how, without the'greatelt Injuſtice, as well as the greateſt Baſeneſs, we 
can be quiet, and not heartily (b»na fide) as before God, whoſe Anointed He is, endeavour 


His Reſtouration. 


The Greateſt, I had almoſt ſaid, the Only Obſtacle worth Note; that appears to me, 


is the apprehenhion of the King's Popery, or exaſperated Indignation :- but they miuſt have a 


yery mcan Opinon indeed of the King's Judgment, that can think He will {cruple to Re- 
ſtore by Pardon, not only His miſtaken, but molt, it not all His Malicious SubjeCts : or 
that having felt the effeCts of falſe Meaſures, and i11 Councels, He will again go about to 
advance His Religion ſo contrary to the Law and Genious of the Nation. | 


But if we can be ſo meanly perſwadcd of the King's Intellect ; let usnot b2 fo of God's 
Providence too: The Hearts of Kings are in his Hand, and he turns them.as the Rivers of 
Water, whetherſaever he pleaſes ; We are aflnred of God's Power and Providence, and 
why ſhould we doubt his Care and Kindneſs; if we do not forfeit it by going about to take 
his Work into our hands, to be our own Carvers ? Methinks It 1s very prepoſterous to 
make Shipwrack of our Faith, for fear of a Storm of Perſecution ; or, leaſt our Church 
ſhould ſplit upon the Rock of Popery, to throw all our Religion oyer-board z Sure we may 
venture to truſt God with our Perſons and Poſterity , whom we mult truſt with our Souls. 
And yet really 1 muſt ſay if the King were upon His Throne, ,in as full Powerasever ; we 
might if we were not wanting to our ſelyes, give the Ring His Due,and yet keepour Conſci- 

ENCES 


Li): 
ences and our Laws too. And, as many honeſt Gentlemen ſtood their Ground - ſo (I hope) 
more hereafter, if ever there be occaſion, will follow their Example. But be that as it will, 
or as God y_ why ſhould not we repoſe our whole Truſt in him that has heretofore 
o many Wonders for us ? This is the Viftory that overcomes the World, even our 


Faith, Joh. 5. 4- 


In ſhort, by the Conſtitution of our Government as King Charles left if, and as King 
—_ Second found and poſleſs'd it, we are not only reſtrained from reſiſting the King, 

t we are bound to defend His Perſon, and ſupport His Crown and Dignity. My Queſti- 
on is therefore, what hasdiſolved that Conſtitution and ſet my Conſcience ar liberty ? Not 
the er our Religon was it; for that directs and oblidges us to commit our ſelves to God - 
not theKing's breaking in upon the Laws ; for we are allowed upon no pretence whatſo- 
every to take up Arms againſt Him, He being accountable to none but God : not a Con- 
quelt, ſo that, to ſaveour Conſciences, we muſt throw our Lives and Eſtates at the Con- 
querors Feet z for ſure no Engliſh-Mar beſides his Duty, can brook ſuch a thought in point 
of Honour or Policy. Upon this ſhort view of the whole, 1 can much leſs fee how we can 
put our Lawful King out, and put another into our Publick Prayers, in which we ought 
not to Diſſemble or Parget with God or Man. 


Thus Sir, I have propoſed to you my Doubt, with moſt of thoſe Appendant Circum- 
{ſtances which have encreaſed and ty'd it upon my Conſcience. If you can clear it, I im- 
lore your Charity to do it, Si Pergama dextr# defendi poſſint certt hic. If not, 1 may ſay 
in Juſtice you are obliged to take my part, who proteſt ſolemnly before God, I have no 
other end but to diſcharge my Conſcience to God, his Church, and my Country, whatever 
Opinion or Uſage I may have among Men ; God of his Mercy grant that Truth and Juſtice 
may prevail ; and that unfeigned Religion and Piety may Flouriſh here, and make us the 
praiſe, as We are now the Reproach of Chriſtianity. Amen. 


(659g = Cad. 12. Þ 
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